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Where is the Tenjukoku Heaven?

There have been various theories regarding what the
“Tenjukoku” of the Tenjukoku Embroidery represented, but the
two most prevalent ones posit that it is either:

1) Tushita Heaven, where Maitreya, the bodhisattva who is
slated to save the world in the future as the next buddha,
currently resides; or

2) The Pure Land of Amitabha, a paradise located in the west
where Amitabha Buddha resides.

The latter theory has appeared in Kamakura-period records,
but more recent research proposes that the structure on the
embroidery is actually Maitreya’s palace, thus speculating that
the work depicts Tushita Heaven.
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